
Open Enrollment 

Frequently Asked Questions 

 

Q:  In general, what does open enrollment mean in Indiana? 

A:  Because general fund (operating revenue) for Indiana public schools comes from state sources, schools have the 

option of having open enrollment.  The school where the student is enrolled on “Count Day” receives the state funding 

for the student.  It is sometimes called “money following the student.”  For families, it means that students can attend 

any public school of their choice, provided the school has a policy allowing for open enrollment.   

Q:  What is the difference between in district and out of district? 

A:  Each public school corporation has a legal district.  Any student living within a district area is entitled to attend the 

school, which is called the “home district.”  A student may enroll at his/her home district at any time of the year.  

Schools that have open enrollment allow students who live outside a school corporation’s boundaries to enroll, but 

usually there are restrictions on timing based on the “count day.” 

Q:  How does Count Day affect enrollment?   

A:  Some schools (Perry Central included) allow for enrollment at any time tuition free, so long as the student is enrolled 

by Count Day.  In the fall, Count Day is the second Friday in September, and second semester it is the first Monday in 

February.  This means students can enroll tuition free between the start of school and the September count day, and 

from Jan. 1st through the February count day. 

Q:  Can schools cap the number of out of district students? 

A:  Indiana law requires that school boards set a number of out-of-district students they will accept.  If the number 

exceeds the allowable cap, a lottery will be held so that all out of district students have the same opportunity to attend.  

(To date, Perry Central has not exceeded the caps set by the school board, a lottery system has not been utilized.) 

Q:  Can a student be denied enrollment? 

A:  Students living within a district cannot be denied enrollment unless they are currently expelled from another district.  

By state law, out-of-district students wishing to attend a school that has open enrollment can only be denied if they are 

expelled or for other very serious discipline issues.  Students cannot be denied for academic reasons. 

Q:  Are parents required to meet with school officials of the school from which their child is transferring? 

A:  No.  Although sometimes a school administrator requests a meeting, it is not required by law or by the entering 

school.  Records are requested with a parent signature from the school the child is entering.  

Q:  Does a school need to provide transportation for out of district students? 

A:  A district is not required to provide transportation for out of district students.  At this time, Perry Central is able to 

offer limited transportation for out-of-district students with pick-up and drop-off points.  This is in an effort to help 

students and families.   

  

 


